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THE TOWN OF CHENANGO TOWN BOARD MET AT WORK SESSION ON MAY 16, 2018, 
AT THE TOWN OF CHENANGO TOWN HALL, 1529 NY RT. 12, BINGHAMTON, N.Y. 
 
PRESENT: Jim DiMascio, Deputy Supervisor 
 Russell Hemedinger, Councilperson  
  Gene Hulbert, Town Councilperson  
  Terry Kellogg, Town Councilperson  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Donald G. Walls, Town Attorney 
                   Lizanne M. Tiesi-Korinek, Town Clerk 
      Donald Benjamin – Public Works Superintendent 
 
Department Head Reports 
 
Donald Benjamin – 
 

 Paving Road at CB Park – Estimate from Broome Bituminous Products, Inc.  $16,172.80 
 Gate at the end of CB Park - removing it – any problems with that 
All Board members were in agreeance to removing the gate. 
 Russ and Don selected an individual for permanent hire – Jack Felter 

Laborer/$15.00/hr./Effective: 5/21/18 
    Motion was made by Terry Kellogg, seconded by Russ Hemedinger motion was carried to hire 
    Jack Felter 

 One of the Public Works Laborer will be going out this evening to do a Street Light Survey 
of all the lights that are out in the Town and make note of the outages.  Hopefully by the 
end of the year the LED change-out should be done.  They are still working on the Rt. 81 
corridor. 

 Update on the Town Hall Landscape – Today Jim Hotaling from Hillside Garden was here 
to meet with Tami and Don.  Some stuff has to come out. It will be at least a two part 
project.   As far as trimming – it should be done in the fall when the shrubs are dormant.  
Beds, edging and the replanting is the other part to the project.  We could use a little more 
color out front as well.  Next Wednesday W & W are supposed to come and take a look at 
it as well.  So those will be our two quotes. 

 Terry Kellogg sent Don an e-mail asking him to check into automatic checking payment 
and preprinted bills with return envelopes for the water and sewer bill.  Also trying to 
eliminate the 3% fee to the customer for using their credit cards to pay.  Bob Martin – 
program owner of the water/sewer program that the Town uses – he is looking into using 
e-mail as a form of receiving your bill.  Don did not know the logistics of it.  Don will 
look into the cost of our billing procedure vs. getting preprinted bills with return envelopes. 

 Russ just wanted the Board to know that he put the task of contacting Syracuse Time and 
Alarm onto Don about coming and getting the Alarm System Correct so that the fire alarm 
goes to the correct office.  That is about two weeks out.  Then Sentry Alarms will come 
and make the connection and do the test. 

 
 

Terry Kellogg –   
 
The only thing that he has is that he received an e-mail from Oliver Blaise in regard to his ongoing 
research on our ZBA matters.  He inquired as to whether or not the Board wanted him to interview 
the ZBA members as part of his process.  He said a lot of questions have come up regarding their 
process and he said before he did it he wanted our permission to expand his scope to do that.  He 
can do just the chairman or every Board Member - it is really up to us. He thought it would be more 
comprehensive if he did. 
 
Jim DiMascio – He thought that was part of the scope. 
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The whole Board agreed and thinks that it is absolutely necessary for him to proceed in that realm. 
Terry will let him know their thoughts tonight. 
 
Jim DiMascio – Safety – still looking to do training with the Highway and Public Works with 
Peter Moles from NYS, should be early June.  Also, SILCA training which we still need to 
accomplish.  
 
Just a reminder - We have at least two Public Hearings for the next Town Board Meeting.  One 
thing he has been negligent on is the drainage with SEFCU.  He will be speaking with Mike 
Kwartler tomorrow on that.  He has gotten a little behind but he will make it a priority in the next 
two days. ZBA appeals – Terry just spoke about it.  It is underway.  Rt. 12 Rezone update - 
nothing new from that.  Disaster recovery/preparedness/Tami/Joy assisting with that and they are 
continuing to make improvements to it.  Just a key note - that we cannot designate our 
Community Room as a Disaster Recovery Site without the Generator so it is very important that 
the NY Rising Project sees fruition and how very important it is to our Town. 
 
Jo Anne Klenovic – Had a question as to whether the Community Room was going to be used as a 
resident’s sanctuary or a command post in case of emergencies or both. 
 
Jim DiMascio – To honestly answer your question it is premature as we are just currently working 
on the Disaster Emergency Plan now.  We are just not there yet. Plus we cannot be a Disaster 
Emergency site without the generator.  Mr. DiMascio further explained the situation to Joann and 
the audience. 
 
Back to the Agenda items – Don Benjamin just reviewed with us the landscape for Town Hall and 
lastly Alex Urda was here last week on the wastewater treatment plant and well grants.  
 
Gene Hulbert – Highway 
 
No report 
 
Russ Hemedinger –  
 
Don Benjamin just gave his report so there is nothing from him 
 
Jim DiMascio – Turned the next portion of the meeting over to Karl Ray from NY Rising with 
regard to the (HUD) Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery projects. 
 
Karl Ray –Stated that he has had correspondence/e-mails/conference calls back and forth with 
Wendell/Tn. Board Members/Alex Urda, Tn. Engineer etc. with regard to this matter.  Let’s 
de-scope it back to what is in the plan. He gave the generator as an example: if the plan called for a 
400 KW Generator and they put it in as a 500 KW because we need more power, he is ok with that 
no big deal. It won’t make or break the bank.  Basically, let’s keep constituency with the plan and 
we should have no problem. These projects, if we get all the paperwork approved let’s say by the 
end of July and the designs done, literally you can have all the stuff done before the end of the year.  
If not the end of the year, early Spring at the latest as these projects are not long term or very 
complicated projects.  The generator, sump pumps and the raising of the electrical systems on the 
water pump stations all make sense and that is what is exactly in the plan.  Again, let’s use the tax 
payer’s money wisely and get these projects done as efficiently as possible.  Not make them 
complicated as they were intended to be very simple. If problems should arise, we’ll address them 
and as long as Karl can justify it internally without him jumping through hoops, then it is 
worthwhile doing it.  He will reiterate this again, the problem with all these projects is that they 
are kind of under a microscope because they are kind of an exception.  We did this to try to get 
something on the books for the Town after the Wallace Road situation.  We still have until the fall 
before a feasibility review occurs.  If we keep the projects simple as these projects are very 
straight forward there is no reason in his mind that the engineering cannot be completed by 
July/August - if you keep them simple.  Then if it’s feasible, the project is a go, we get them 
started in the Fall, get them finished in the Spring.  Everybody is happy and the Town gets a 
generator that is appropriate for the municipal complex, your Sewer, your Water, your electrical 
systems on your sewer and water locations are above the flood plain.  So basically that is the 
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nature of the phone calls that occurred as a summary.  The Board had some questions and 
discussions were had.  Don Benjamin had a question and Karl said you have to justify it to him 
and it needs to make sense within the scope of the project.  Let’s get real numbers and we’ll have 
it as an alternate. 
 
Jim asked what are the next steps for the project.  Karl said we need to engage the engineer with a 
contract. Need to have 30% design before the fall.  At that point we should have a real good idea 
what it would cost to pull the pumps out of the ground.  Then we can have the dialog on it because 
at that point we have a feasible project.  Because we say the dollars and the project are consistent 
with the plan and they are well within the allocation for the community and then it’s feasible.  If 
the engineer sticks with the plan these projects can be designed in a couple of weeks. 
 
Jim doesn’t mean to say it twice but basically we need to keep the engineer on tract as far as the 
design phase.  We need to get a contract first and foremost.  Karl says we need to be clear on the 
specifications/scope.  We’ll get a relatively low engineering cost which will be quick to do.  
With that being said we can be in construction this September/October. 
 
Jim asked when Karl thought the contract should be done by.  Karl thought the end of June.  
Then the engineering, if you keep it simple like he suggested, it should probably take a month/ a 
month and a half.  If you went out to bid the end of August/September you can have people 
putting in some of the projects in before the snow flies. Further discussions were had back and 
forth.  Jim said that we have our homework to do and thanked Karl for his time and they will be in 
contact. 
 
Mike Fedish – Addressed the Board as there will be a vacancy in the Court Clerk’s Office as Cathy 
Boburka will be leaving.  They will be in need of hiring a full time Court Clerk.  He wanted to 
know what he had to do in regards to that and discussion was had with regard to the rate of pay that 
they would be able to offer.  The Board basically said that it was his department and he could 
hire/appoint whomever they felt was the best candidate for the job and to also check with Julie 
with regard to their Budget so that he knew how much he had to base the salary of the new hire on. 
Mike said he will advertise the job minimally at the $28,490.00, review his budget to see what 
other wiggle room there is and the at that point kind of work from there on it.  It’s not out of the 
realm so that is good. He will keep everyone in the loop through Tami as he cannot have an e-mail 
because he is a Judge.  He thanked the Board for all their input. 
 
Jim asked if anyone else wished to be heard. 
 
Jo Anne Klenovic – Wanted to revisit the grant money and the generators and all that.  She hears 
spend, money, money, money, time, time, let’s do it, let’s do it, let’s not make it complicated at the 
same time I heard the Board having a lot of questions.  She has questions too but she wants to 
make the point that it’s great to take advantage of money but if were not sure on some points like 
the generator, are they adequate for the building and with an insurance review of the Town 
Building would the Town’s Insurance Co. agree that it is the best choice.  It is the best use of the 
funding etc. She is just wondering if all the homework has been done. You can tell her she is 
wrong.  She just wants to make sure that the Board all feel that you know exactly what they are 
buying and she is not trying to insult the Board’s intelligence. She just hears high pressure from 
him and that you have a deadline and that you do not want to miss out on free money as she would 
be in the front row herself for it.   But are we taking it too quickly because we want to get it done 
and we don’t want to lose it? 

Gene Hulbert – He will address some of that.  He just wished that we had seen that side of him 
two (2) years ago, because we wouldn’t have gone through the last two (2) years that we did with 
that.  He appreciates his testimony, his forthrightness, and his honesty about getting it done and 
not making it complicated. So that is what he wanted to comment on. 

Terry Kellogg – The Community Reconstruction Plan – in this multiple page document it lists all 
the different public input, meetings that the committees came up with and then they formulated it 
into this plan.  The plan, now in hindsight should have been much broader and it should not have 
been so finite.  Now we only have eleven (11) items in that plan that a NYC Auditor is going to 
look at in six to eight months from now and say do these two match up closely enough for them to 
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approve it.  

He can safely say that the Fire Companies had issues with the Town trying to stack people there 
with the past floods, they want to stay as the command center and we will be the storage place for 
people that are being evacuated/holding center. Terry hoped that answered one of Jo Anne’s 
questions. 

Jo Anne Klenovic – The past history of the discussions – you have more information to base this 
on.  She just felt like his assertiveness is that he is trying to get the money for us right now.  She 
gets that. 

Jim DiMascio – Let him explain further.  There is a sense of urgency.  We have been working on 
this for three (3) years.  We lost our main project which was Wallace Rd. We have to have a scope 
done by September 1st or we lose all the money and we are done.  So there is a sense of urgency – 
we’ve picked three (3) projects that we know are doable.  It doesn’t take a lot of engineering.  We 
have certified engineers that are designing these projects to specifications to insure they are safe, 
etc. but we are under a little bit of pressure and that is why it becomes a weekly discussion. 

Jo Anne Klenovic – She is drawing the conclusion that all the Board feels very uncomfortable with 
the fact that he is rushing you. 

Jim DiMascio – It is a necessary evil. 

Jo Anne Klenovic – She does not have the benefit of knowing all the surveys and discussion and it 
all seemed so very hurried.  I understand it is the ends to a means but at the same time you all feel 
you have had ample discussion, thought and information to make these decisions. 

Jim DiMascio – So to balance that there is never a finite end.  We will keep having this 
conversation specifically with our engineers.  So what you saw tonight is just part of the process.  
Hopefully we are 75-80% done.  We need to finish the other 20%.  One thing Jim has learned 
with government is that these discussions are never really done but they continue.  We need to 
maintain that schedule.  Which is why, if you will remember, he kept saying schedule.  Where do 
we need to be by these dates?  Because if we miss any of them, we are done!  Personally Jim is 
passionate about the generator as that is his thing.  For Don Benjamin and Russ it’s the pump 
station.  We all have our part of the puzzle that is important and getting them through is what we 
are attempting to do. 

There was discussion on the generator between the Board Members. 

Russ Hemedinger wanted to bring up a discussion regarding the work session meeting minutes.  
They have been put on the website and he didn’t know that.  So he went back to look at something 
and noticed it was not correct.  So he was wondering as a Board do we want the minutes on there 
from the work sessions (personally he does not mind) but was wondering if we should have some 
process for approval or just an e-mail go out to check for accuracy before they go on the website.  
If they are going to be on there then we need to make sure they are correct. 

Jim DiMascio asked Lizanne what is the process. 

Lizanne explained that she tries to get the Town Board Meeting Minutes done first so that they are 
ready to be approved at the next Town Board Meeting then the work session meeting minutes are 
worked on after that.  Sometimes the meetings are quick so therefore the meeting minutes don’t 
take much time to type up then like tonight’s meeting it will take longer for them to be typed. 

The Board agreed that they would like the Work Session Meeting Minutes forwarded to them and 
be given 48 hours for return comments, corrections etc. then have them sent to the website. 

Gene Hulbert brought up the fact that there is a time limit under the sunshine law to publish the 
meeting minutes from the time the meeting occurred. 

Does anyone know what the limit is?  Lizanne had no idea. Mr. Walls said as is reasonable - there 
is no 30 days or anything like that. 
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So the Board all agreed for Lizanne to give them 48 hours to respond with changes, comments, 
corrections and then if she hears nothing back from any of them, then go ahead and put them on the 
website. 

Jim DiMascio – Asked if anyone else would like to speak. 

Frank Carl – For all of those who don’t know him he is Frank Carl – Tami’s husband, but most of 
you know me.  He went on vacation and had a lot of pondering time.  Something that he intended 
to do in two years kind of advanced and his hat is in the ring for Town Council.  He has joined the 
circus! 

No one else wished to speak and the meeting concluded at 6:36 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

Lizanne M. Tiesi-Korinek 
Town Clerk, Town of Chenango 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


