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THE TOWN OF CHENANGO TOWN BOARD MET MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2019 AT 7:00 
P.M. IN THE TOWN OFFICE BUILDING, 1529 N.Y. ROUTE 12, BINGHAMTON, N.Y. 

PRESENT: Jo Anne Klenovic, Supervisor 
 Jim DiMascio, Councilperson 
 Frank Carl, Councilperson  
  Gene Hulbert, Town Councilperson  
  Terry Kellogg, Town Councilperson  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Keegan Coughlin, Legal Counsel 
                   Lizanne Tiesi-Korinek, Town Clerk 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG - 

Mrs. Klenovic asked everyone present to stand and join in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

APROVAL OF MINUTES – 

Jim DiMascio made a motion to accept the March 4, 2019 meeting minutes, seconded by Frank 
Carl and all were in favor.  

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS (Vouchers) 

Jo Anne Klenovic explained that the Auditor, Mike Wolyniak, suggested that the claims for the 
previous month be approved at the following month’s Town Board Meeting.  The Board wanted 
this tabled until the following meeting so that they could get a better explanation from the Auditor 
and they also wanted the Abstract Audit attached for reference. 

BID OPENINGS- 

None 

PUBLIC HEARINGS – 125 Kennedy Road, Demolition of Unsafe Bldg.-Craig Finch 

There was some confusion as to whether or not the Public Hearing from the previous Town Board 
Meeting was closed or left open until the April Town Board Meeting giving Craig Finch an 
additional 30 days to present information from an outstanding insurance case that prohibited him 
from demolishing the structure. To date Keegan Coughlin, Legal Counsel, has stated that Mr. 
Finch has not brought us any evidence except that he has filed a potential claim against the 
insurance company and he has not provide any information regarding an injunction against 
demolition or anything like that.  Jo Anne stated that he did not provide us with any further 
information within the last 30 days.  Keegan went on to further explain that we could leave the 
Public Hearing open to hear more things like that at the next Board Meeting and there is no time 
line after the Public Hearing closes to pass a Resolution.  There was still further confusion if the 
Public Hearing actually was closed from last month so Keegan said to circumvent of our technical, 
let’s make a motion to close the Public Hearing and then we can pass the Resolution. Motion was 
made by Jim DiMascio, seconded by Frank Carl, all were in favor.  The Public Hearing was 
closed. 

Open Hearing, General Town Business – 

Richard Risen – 135 Dorman Road – Has a question regarding an Ordinance on the books 
regarding Election Signs and them not being put up 30 days prior to the election. 

Jo Anne Klenovic – We do have one but she cannot speak for the 30 days. 
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Frank Carl – He questioned the same. Because the Election is moved up so early this year, he 
believes that it is legal. 

Jo Anne and Jim DiMascio both believe that it is 90 days before the primary and then 90 days 
before the General Election.  Jim went on to explain that because they moved the primary season 
up to June and so that 90 days is now.  In the past the primary was held in September.  So it is NY 
State and it has been moved up three months.  They just changed it going into 2019. 

Keegan Coughlin – Also stated that there are two branches of government that supersede Town 
Rules on local signage-State and Federal Law. 

Communications – Town Clerk 

There are three Fire Fighters that need acceptance.  Two of them from Chenango Bridge Fire: 
Brad Tokarz and Christopher J. Brewster and a motion was made by Gene Hulbert and seconded 
by Terry Kellogg and carried by the following roll call: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. The last was Laura 
Guernsey from Chenango Fire Co., a motion was made by Jim DiMascio, seconded by Gene 
Hulbert and carried by the following roll call: 5 Ayes, and 0 Nays. 

Gene Hulbert had a question with regard to the process that makes these fire fighters eligible.  Is it 
the Town Board’s responsibility to do due diligence or is it the Fire Companies responsibility and 
get that to us. 

One of the Fire Fighters in attendance explained that it is their responsibility to do the background 
checks, etc. on these individuals. 

Gene Hulbert then asked if that needs to be part of our record. 

Richard Trebilcock stated that yes it should be because when you accept them it puts them on the 
County’s Workman’s Compensation. 

Gene Hulbert asked then should that information on your checking be part of the paperwork you 
give us. 

Richard Trebilcock said that the paperwork that you get is the physical that is done by Broome 
County. So you get a copy of the physical so you pass that so that we are on Broome County’s 
Workman’s Comp which is self- insured. So accepting them at the Town Board Meetings is the 
last step and then they can start training. 

Committee Reports – 

Frank Carl – Zoning/Comprehensive Plan 

Nothing new on his committee since their meeting last month. 

Jim DiMascio – Public Work/Parks Department 

March 2019 

 Jack Felter completed the 30 hour pesticide training and he will take the pesticide 
applicator test as soon as appropriate. 

 Nick Keibel obtained a CDL Driver’s Permit and he will take his road test after he has 
practiced and as soon as he feels confident. 

 Water curb valves were repaired on Smith Hill Rd. and Hospital Hill Rd. 
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 The new Trailer Mounted Sewer Jet was delivered and the crew trained on its operation. 
 An excavator was used to clean up the soil around the Maplewood Pump House. 
 A new heater was installed at Run Acres Water Pump House. 
 Nick Keibel and Greg Burden attended the required excavator training class. 
 There were three (3) after hour call outs. 

Gene Hulbert – Special Events/Insurance/IT 

 Special Events – All Music in the Parks Events are booked. 
 Met on Insurance last week.  It is in motion for all the renewals and he will update next 

week. 
 For Technology he has a meeting with Jason Aurelio on Friday to go through his layouts. 

He will update everyone at next week’s work session on that. 

Terry Kellogg – Safety/Highway 

March 2019 Highway Report 

The highway department was dispatched 7 times during the month to respond for snow 
removal/sanding operations. 
 
The tops of catch basins were cleaned off from snow and ice once again. 
 
Potholes were fixed with cold patch materials. 
 
A gravel bar was cleaned out from Thomas Creek on Prentice Rd. 
 
A sinkhole began to develop in Hospital Hill Rd and a portion of the old drainage system needed to 
be replaced. 
 
The department sent crews out to begin the process of repairing lawn damage by flipping sod back 
over. 
 
The street sweeper and the tow behind broom have been dispatched to clean the roads and streets 
of winter snow materials. 
 
Safety Report – 1st Quarter 

 
All annual hearing exams were performed with 2 rechecks.   A review of safe hearing 
conservation practices and the annual Right-to-Know training will be done in April. 
 
The entire highway department and 2 of the DPW employees attended a free dig safely seminar 
and then took an online test to become certified excavators.  This is a new regulation from New 
York State. 
 
The current harassment and discrimination policy is being rewritten with the assistance of the 
Town’s Legal Counsel.  The new policies and complaint forms will be for sexual harassment 
issues and then general discrimination and harassment issues.  The intention is to have the 
policies complete and reviewed by both Unions and the Town Board before the May monthly 
meeting so that they can be adopted by resolution. 

Jo Anne Klenovic – Supervisor’s Report 

She would like to mention and offer condolences to the family of Ron Cannon he passed away last 
week and he was a member our Board of Assessment Review.  His position was one of three on 
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that committee who convenes on Grievance Day in May and we checked with Broome County and 
we are able to proceed with two members. So if in fact we do not find a replacement, someone that 
is interested in such short term, we could still hold Grievance Day.  However, we would prefer 
three so we have been making some inquiries.  We have listed it on the website for anyone who 
would be interested in serving in that capacity.  It would be to date to September 30th; a new term 
of five years starting from 10/1/2019.  Our goal is to have someone in place for five years but we 
may be looking for two people to solve these problems.  We will keep you posted on that so if you 
know of anyone that would be willing to serve they can call the Supervisor’s Office.  It is most 
beneficial to have some knowledge of appraisal or real estate that would be very helpful.  On 
another note the Annual Financial Report is finally on the website.  We ran into a glitch last week.  
We tried to put it up on Wednesday and didn’t realize that the file was too large.  We had to 
summon some help from Broome County IT.  So it is finally on line now and it was transmitted to 
NY State Last week as we reported. We were just are having a problem with the Public Copy.  Jo 
Anne is working on a New Letter for distribution in the upcoming Water Bill and for the Website.  
So if any Board Members have anything that they would like added to it, please see her this week 
or send her a note this week.  Other Department Chairs have been given the opportunity but if 
there is anything that you would specifically like to say just let her know.  

RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution by the Town Board Ordering Demolition and Removal of an Unsafe Building 
located at 125 Kennedy Rd./Craig Finch, offered by Frank Carl, seconded by Jim DiMascio and 
carried by the following roll call: 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Abstain-Terry Kellogg. 

Resolution Authorizing Purchasing of Equipment for the Highway Department/2019 6 
Wheel International Dump Truck/$112,000.00, offered by Jim DiMascio, seconded by Terry 
Kellogg and carried by the following roll call: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. 

There was a brief discussion asking if our Legal Counsel had reviewed the contracts. Legal 
Counsel said that it was a piggy back contract and they have looked at it and it is in compliance 
with piggy backing. 

Resolution Re-Appointing Member to the Zoning Board of Appeals/Aleta Kinne, offered by 
Terry Kellogg, seconded by Frank Carl and carried by the following roll call: 5Ayes, 0 Nays.  The 
audience gave a big applaud to Aleta Kinne. 

Gene Hulbert wanted a schedule put together and given to the Board on these appointments etc. 

Jo Anne Klenovic said there was a chart/schedule and it was provided but this was just overlooked. 
Frank Carl said you may have missed the meeting where it was brought up and Tami is the keeper 
of that schedule and she somehow missed that one because she usually sends out a reminder to the 
Board. 

Resolution Authorizing Drop-Off Days May15, 2019 – May 18, 2019 at the Town’s Landfill 
on Airport Rd., offered by Jim DiMascio, seconded by Gene Hulbert, and carried by the 
following roll call: 5 Ayes, 0 Nays. 

Frank Carl wanted discussion and was wondering if there was a vehicle letting people know that 
we will be not picking up curbside so that they are not expecting a truck to come.  Jo Anne said 
that the Newsletter will have or make mention of that and the website will have that it is drop-off 
only and this Resolution clearly states that it is Drop-Off days.  We can certainly amend this. 
They all agreed that adding a sentence that we are eliminating curbside pick-up going forward so 
that it is a public record.  Keegan Coughlin said how about he amends the beginning paragraph 
stating that the Town of Chenango is no longer engaging in Spring Pick Up days but desires to 
schedule drop-off days. They were all in agreeance with that. They further wanted the list of items 
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included to be amended as well, specifically with the mention of wooden items and electronic 
waste.   

Resolution Authorizing Submission of a Grant Application for Broome County Hotel/Motel 
Funds for the Small Community Fund, offered by Terry Kellogg, seconded by Jim DiMascio 
and carried by the following roll call: 4 Ayes, 1 Nay-Gene Hulbert. 

Gene Hulbert wanted discussion on this resolution as he was wondering when we allocated 
$25,000.00 from the Town Budget towards this project? 

Jo Anne Klenovic said that this was put in the Budget before she was voted in.  It was in with the 
original plan with Senator Akshar when it was developed.  It was in kind, it was not all cash.  It 
was like labor, materials and it totaled $25,000.00 and it was outlined in the Grant Document that 
you got last week. 

Gene Hulbert does not remember actually appropriating $25,000.00 in the Town Budget and that’s 
what it says we are doing or we did. 

Jim DiMascio believes that is what we did.  We volunteered and said if they got the Grant if we 
could afford to pay for the material in advanced that it would be reciprocated. The discussion was 
specific because we used it as a reminder that we had also gotten the truck for the Highway 
Department from a similar grant process and that we had to pay for it in advance and then we got 
refunded the money.  We did this way back in the June Budget. 

Gene Hulbert just wanted to make sure that we did it and that there was an allocation out of that 
Budget Line item. 

Jo Anne wanted them to know that Julie Wyatt assisted in the Grant with her and so she was 
careful to check those figures and she knows for a fact that there was some in kind labor from the 
Public Work’s Department too.  We can pull out the resolution from last year as backup. 

Gene Hulbert definitely would like that to happen.  Also when this was discussed last week there 
was the issue with the Insurance requirements that it has to go through. 

Jo Anne Klenovic said that she did speak with Partners Insurance today on it and there are no 
issues on their part until it gets installed and the playground company signs off on it.  For example 
the day you buy a car you start insuring it the day you take possession.  So the day it gets installed, 
we will notify them and from that point on our coverage will include that piece of equipment. The 
park and all the fixtures in it are completely covered under liability and physical damages at this 
point.  So when we add to it then we have to make the changes.  In July they will be seeking a 
renewal application from us and in August they re-write and this may not come to fruition until 
September/October.  So we will fill them in when the time comes.  They put a note in the file that 
when we hear we will let them know. 

Moving on to the last Resolution Jo Anne wanted to ask the Board about it if they were ready to act 
on it or if they need more time before we go any further.  It is the 5K for the Chenango Valley 
Nursery School.  We ran into a time crunch as their event is two days before our next Board 
Meeting so we can postpone it until next week if you need more time to research it further but you 
have in front of you.  She explained it further with regard to the release and indemnification 
agreement.  Discussion was had and they decided that they need more time to digest the 
information and that they wanted to vote on it at next week’s work session.  So that Resolution 
will be tabled until next week with Lizanne gathering a bit more information from the CV Nursery 
School with regard to their event and presenting it to the Board Members. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Jo Anne Klenovic said that there would be discussion on a subject that Gene Hulbert has asked to 
be put on the Agenda with regard to Executive Session and Committee on Open Government.  
Keegan Coughlin had sent some backup material on the topic of Executive Session and Open 
Government and he also wanted to add more to the discussion in regard to Attorney/Client 
Privilege. Jo Anne turned this portion of the meeting over to Keegan Coughlin. 

Keegan Coughlin – A few things have been tossed around for example when it is appropriate to go 
into Executive Session and the reasons for going into it are listed in Section 105 of the Open 
Meetings Law. He read them aloud to the Board Members.  He stated that there is a difference for 
going into Executive Session and a recess for Attorney/Client Privilege. He went on to further 
explain that. After Keegan Coughlin presented his information he turned it over to the Board for a 
question and answer period.  There was good dialogue between the Board and Legal Counsel.   

Jo Anne Klenovic asked if there were any further questions or comments and there being none she 
asked for a motion to adjourn. Jim DiMascio made a motion at 8:30 p.m. to close the Meeting 
seconded by Terry Kellogg, all were in favor.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lizanne M. Tiesi-Korinek, Town Clerk 

Town of Chenango 
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